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Ethical Issues in Vaccination

Dr. Robert Strang, Chief Medical Officer of Health, Public Health, Department of Health
and Wellness, Nova Scotia

The following discussion questions are provided as an additional educational tool to accompany this

fireside chat video. Please feel free to select the questions that are most relevant to your committee

or group and revise or adapt them as needed. As always, we welcome feedback on this or any other

NSHEN resource.

Questions:

What stood out the most to you in this interview and why?
What ethical obligations do members of the public have regarding vaccination?
In your opinion, what ethical obligations do parents have when making decisions about
vaccinating their children
From an ethical perspective, what are some of the benefits and concerns associated with
introducing mandatory vaccination for children attending primary and secondary school?
Do you think health care providers have an ethical responsibility to get the flu shot?> Why/why
not?
Do you think flu vaccination should be mandatory for health care providers? Why/why not?
Why do you think some parents have hesitation regarding vaccinating their children?
What are some of the systemic barriers that may contribute to lower vaccination rates?
Rob Strang highlights respectful listening as an important part of addressing challenges around
vaccine hesitancy. What does respectful listening look like in practice?
Rob Strang mention the use of the peer influencer model as a useful strategy flu vaccine
campaigns. Discuss how this model might be used in campaigns for childhood vaccination.
Do you think that the influence of social media could be harnessed in order to promote
vaccination? Why/why not?
How do you think public health could best support individual providers in having conversations
about vaccination?
Compare public health initiatives such as anti-smoking campaigns, campaigns to address
obesity, public safety campaigns about helmet use, and campaigns promoting vaccination.

o What do they have in common and how do they differ?

o Why are the ethical issues raised by these campaigns different?
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