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The following discussion questions are provided as an additional educational tool to accompany this fireside

chat video. Please feel free to select the questions that are most relevant to your committee or group, revise

and adapt them as needed etc. As always, we welcome feedback on this or any other NSHEN resource.

10.

How does context influences our values, experiences and decision-making in relation to health care?

Do you agree that place matters in relation to health care experiences and decision-making? Why or why
not?

Discuss the speakers’ definitions of rwra/ and how perspective determines the definition of rural. How does
your understanding of rural relate to the speakers’ and others in your group?

Can community be a value? If so, explore what the value would look like. If not, why not?

Discuss the concept of #he ethics of strangers.

Discuss the deficit perspective. Have you experienced this kind of comparison of rural and urban in your
practice? What ethical issues arise from such comparisons? What strengths do you think exist in rural
practice?

How did you react to the discussion about how there can be a tradeoff between confidentiality and
receiving care in one’s community? Is this ethical? Do you agree that confidentiality is negotiated
differently in rural contexts than urban ones?

Discuss whether policies developed in urban settings can always necessarily apply to rural areas and
accurately reflect rural health care systems.

Discuss the recruitment of physicians to rural areas and the concept of #he ideal physician. Do you think we
should change how we recruit physicians to rural areas?

What issues of professional boundaries and dual roles and relationships for health care providers arise in
rural communities that likely wouldn’t arise in urban settings?

www.nshen.ca



Resources

Cook, A.F. & Hoas H. (2008). Ethics and rural healthcare: what really happens? What might help? Awerican
Journal of Bioethics, 8(4): 52-50.

Dartmouth College Medical School. (2000). Handbook for rural health ethics.
https://geiselmed.dartmouth.edu/cfm/resources/ethics/

Health Association of Nova Scotia. (2013). Rural health and service delivery in Nova Scotia —
https://www.healthassociation.ns.ca/DocumentViewer.aspxrelementld=126985&portalName=base

Klugman, C. M. & Dalinis, P. M. (2008). Ethical issues in rural health care. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins
University Press.

McDonald, F. & Simpson, C. (2013). Challenges for rural communities in recruiting and retaining physicians: A
fictional tale helps examine the issues. Canadian Family Physician, 59, 915-917.

Nelson, W., Pomerantz, A., Howard, K. & Bushy, A. (2007). A Proposed Rural Healthcare Ethics Agenda. In
Journal of Medical Ethics, 33, 136-139.

NSHEN Case Database (Overlapping Roles and Responsibilities category)
https://nshencases.wordpress.com/category/ethics-issues/ovetlapping-roles-and-responsibilities/

Purtilo, R. & Sorrell J. (1986). The ethical dilemmas of a rural physician. Hastings Center Report, 16(4), 24-28.

Simpson, C. & McDonald, F. (2011). Is ‘Any body is better than nobody?' Ethical questions around recruiting
and/or retaining health professionals in rural areas. Rural and Remote Health, 11, 1867

Weiss Roberts, L., Battaglia, J., Epstein, R. S. (1999). Frontier ethics: Mental health care needs and ethical
dilemmas in rural communities. Psychiatric Services, 50(4), 497-503.

www.nshen.ca


https://geiselmed.dartmouth.edu/cfm/resources/ethics/

