I’s complicated: A podcast about Healthcare Ethics in Practice
Series 4, Episode 5: The context of MAID in Quebec and ethical issues arising
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

In 2024, Quebec introduced legislation that allow for advance request for MAiD. The legislation is
narrow in scope. You can only enact an advance request for MAiD if you are diagnosed with an
illness that is known to lead to incapacity. Moreover, the request is only eligible for the condition it
was intended for.

It is mentioned in the podcast that a quarter of Quebec’s population are currently without a
family physician and that there are ongoing issues with access to care in general. How would
you approach the issue of prioritization with regards to people’s access to care for treatment
of illness and access to MAID?

Ethical concerns associated with advance requests for MAID include issues around decisions
to activate a person’s advance request, issues around resource allocation, and issues around
conscientious objection. What do you see as the most pressing ethical issues with advance
request for MAiD? Why?

In your opinion, how should situations be managed when a patient’s advance request for
MAID is activated and the patient (who no longer has capacity for health care decision-
making) manifests refusal?
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